Direct Pd(II)-Catalyzed Site-Selective C5-Arylation of 2-Pyridone Using Aryl Iodides.
A straightforward Pd(II)-catalyzed general strategy was developed for the C5-selective arylation of the 2-pyridone core with easily available aryl iodides. The transformation was highly regioselective and accomplished with a wide scope and functional group tolerance. Silver nitrate played a crucial role in this direct site-selective arylation. The method was extended to synthesize biologically active molecules.